A summary of the Play 

Who? What? Where? When? Key quotes

This summary of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ can be used:
· to introduce the play to students

· as a reference document to study the play

· as a revision tool

This resource provides the basis for learning for most of the activities within this education pack.
Pages 2 - 25 contain a summary of the play broken down scene by scene into a who? What? Where? When? and Key Quotes

Page 26 contains suggested assignments that can be linked to this resource
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Act 1, Scene 1
Who?
Key Players
Samson and Gregory - servants from the Capulet house
Abram and Balthazar - servants from the Montague house
Tybalt – cousin to Juliet and renowned swordsman
Benvolio – cousin to Romeo
Old Capulet – head of the house of Capulets and Juliet’s father
Lady Capulet – Capulet’s wife and Juliet’s mother
Montague – head of the house of Montague and Romeo’s father
Lady Montague – Monatgue’s wife and Romeo’s mother
Prince Escalus – ruler of Verona
Romeo – son of Monatgue
What?

Key Actions
· A fight breaks out between the two feuding families (the Montagues and the Capulets) and their servants. 
· The Prince breaks up the fight.
· The Prince orders the fighting to stop, threatening the death penalty to those who insist on fighting.

· Montague asks Benvolio to speak to Romeo, to find out what is wrong with him. 
· Romeo tells Benvolio that he is in love with Rosaline.

When?

Sunday morning at nine o’clock.
Where?

A street in Verona.

Key Quotes




Act 1, Scene 2
Act 1, Scene 2

Who?
Key Players
Capulet

Paris – suitor for Juliet, Kinsman to Prince Escalus
Servant - of the Capulet household
Benvolio 

Romeo

What?
Key Actions
· Capulet agrees that Paris may marry Juliet but asks him to wait two years as she is only thirteen. 
· He asks Paris to win her heart and organises a ball to get things started. 

· Capulet instructs the servant to invite everybody on a list that he gives him. 
· The servant cannot read and asks Benvolio and Romeo to help him read the names on the invitation unaware that they are Monatgues.

· Romeo sees that Rosaline will attend the ball, and he and Benvolio decide to attend the ball in disguise.

When?

Sunday morning, soon after nine.
Where?

Another street in Verona

Key Quotes




Act 1, Scene 3


Who?
Key Players
Lady Capulet

Nurse – to Juliet. She has looked after her since birth
Juliet

What?
Key Actions
· Lady Capulet and the Nurse tell Juliet that she is betrothed to Paris and tell her to look out for him at the ball that night. 

· Nurse tells fond stories of how she nursed Juliet.

Where?

A room in Capulet’s house.
When?

Sunday afternoon before the ball
Key Quotes


“Were not I thine only nurse I would say thou hadst suck’d wisdom from thy teat.”                                                                               





















Nurse



Act 1, Scene 4
Who?
Key Actions
Romeo

Mercutio – friend to Romeo and kinsman to Prince Escalus
Benvolio

What? 
Key Actions
· Romeo and his friends prepare for the ball and disguising themselves in masks. 
· Mercutio attempts to brighten Romeo’s love sick temperament with his famous ‘Queen Mab’ speech.
Where?

A street near to  Capulet’s House.
When?

Sunday, early evening before the ball.
Key Quotes
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Act 1, Scene 5


Who? Key Players
Four Capulet Servants
Capulet

Lady Capulet

Juliet

Tybalt

Cousin Capulet

Paris

Romeo

Nurse
Benvolio

What?
Key Actions
· The masquerade ball takes place.

· Romeo sees Juliet and instantly falls in Love. 
· Tybalt overhears Romeo but before he can respond Capulet insists that nothing interferes with the fun being had at the ball. 

· Romeo and Juliet meet, kiss and are interrupted by the Nurse. 

· They each find out that they have fallen in love with a member of their families’ enemies.

Where?

The Capulet’s house

When?

Sunday evening after supper
Key Quotes



Act 2, Scene1

Who?
Key Players
Chorus

Romeo

Benvolio

Mercutio

What?
Key Actions
· Romeo disappears over the Orchard wall into the Capulet grounds to try and find Juliet. 
· Benvolio and Mercutio shout after him to try and tease him into returning but leave when he fails to return.
Where?


In an orchard at the side of the Capulet’s house.
When?

Sunday night after the masquerade ball.

Key Quotes


[image: image3]

Act 2, Scene 2
Who?
Key Players
Romeo

Juliet

Nurse (from off stage)
What?
Key Actions
· The famous balcony scene. 
· Romeo and Juliet declare their love for each other.

· Juliet asks Romeo to prove his love by organising their marriage the next day.
Where?

Capulet’s Garden

When?

Sunday night after the masquerade ball.

Key Quotes




Act 2, Scene 3


Who? Key Players
Friar Laurence – a monk and friend to Romeo and Juliet
Romeo

What?
Key Actions
· Romeo asks Friar Laurence to conduct his marriage to Juliet later that day. 

· Friar Laurence questions how serious Romeo is and reminds him that yesterday he was in love with Rosaline. 
· Romeo convinces Friar Laurence that his love is real. 

· Friar Laurence agrees to marry Romeo and Juliet hoping that this may heal the rift between the two families.

Where?

Friar Laurence’s cell in a monastery.
When?

At sunrise, early Monday morning 
Key Quotes




Act 2, Scene 4

Who?
Key Players
Mercutio

Benvolio

Romeo

Nurse

Peter – the Nurse’s servant
What?
Key Actions
· Benvolio and Mercutio discuss a letter that Tybalt has sent which challenges Romeo to a duel. 
· Mercutio and Romeo banter. 

· The Nurse arrives with her servant Peter, Mercutio cheekily banters with the Nurse before leaving with Benvolio. 

· Romeo tells the Nurse that the marriage is organised and arranges a meeting time and place later that day.
Where?

A street in Verona.
When?

Monday at noon.
Key Quotes






Act 2, Scene 5

Who? Key Players
Juliet

Nurse

What?
Key Actions
· Juliet waits impatiently for the Nurse to return from her meeting with Romeo. 
· The Nurse teases Juliet before telling her the wedding arrangements.

Where?

Capulet’s House – possibly in the garden.
When?

Early afternoon on Monday
Key Quotes


Act 2, Scene 6

Who?
Key Players
Friar Laurence

Romeo

Juliet

What?
Key Actions
· Friar Laurence and Romeo wait for Juliet in his cell where Friar Laurence tries to advise Romeo. 
· Juliet arrives and they go quickly to the church to marry.

Where?

The monastery in Friar Laurence’s cell.

When?

Early Monday afternoon
Key Quotes


“So smile the heavens upon this holy act

 That after-hours with sorrow chide us not.”


Friar Laurence


“Love moderately; long love doth so.
Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow.”




Friar Laurence

Act 3, Scene 1


Who?
Key Players
Benvolio

Mercutio

Tybalt

Petruchio – friend to Tybalt
Prince

Montague

Lady Montague

Capulet

Lady Capulet

What?
Key Actions
· A brawl in the streets. 
· Tybalt tries to goad Romeo into fighting but Romeo refuses and tells him that he loves him. 
· Tybalt kills Mercutio. 
· Romeo Kills Tybalt. 
· The Prince banishes Romeo.
Where?

A street in Verona
When?

Late Monday afternoon


Key Quotes



Act 3, Scene 2


Who?
Key Players
Nurse

Juliet

What?
Key Actions
· Unaware of the fighting and the murders that have taken place, Juliet pines for Romeo. 
· The Nurse tells Juliet that Tybalt has been killed by Romeo. Juliet is distraught. The Nurse promises to bring Romeo to Juliet.
Where?

Capulet’s house
When?

Late Monday afternoon

Key Quotes




Act 3, Scene 3


Who? Key Actions
Friar Laurence

Romeo


Nurse

What?
Key Actions
· The Friar tells Romeo that he is banished. Romeo tells him that he’d rather be dead but the Friar chides him. 

· The Nurse gives Romeo Juliet’s ring and they arrange for him to sneak into Juliet’s room that night.
Where?

At the monastery in Friar Laurence’s cell.
When?

Early Monday evening.
Key Quotes




Act 3, Scene 4


Who?
Key Players
Capulet

Paris

Lady Capulet

What?
Key Actions
· Capulet organises for Juliet to marry Paris in three days’ time.

Where?

In Capulet’s House
When?

Monday evening 
Key Quotes
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Act 3, Scene 5

Who?
Key Players
Juliet

Romeo

Nurse

Lady Capulet

What?
Key Actions
· Romeo leaves Juliet after they have spent the night together, consummating their marriage.
· Lady Capulet tells Juliet that she’s to marry Paris on Thursday. 
· Juliet refuses to marry Paris making both Capulet and Lady Capulet furious. 
· The Nurse advises Juliet to marry Paris. 
· Juliet asks the Nurse to organise a meeting with Friar Laurence.

Where?

In Capulet’s house
When?

Early Tuesday Morning
Key Quotes




Act 4, Scene 1

Who?
Key Players
Friar Laurence

Paris

Juliet

What?
Key Actions
· Paris is at Friar Laurence’s cell discussing the wedding arrangements when Juliet arrives. 
· Juliet asks to see the Friar privately pretending that it is for confession. 
· Friar Laurence gives Juliet a drug that will make her seem dead so that she can run away with Romeo. He tells her to take it and promises that Romeo will be there when she awakes.
Where?

Friar Laurence’s cell

When?

Tuesday morning 
Key Quotes
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Act 4, Scene 2


Who?
Key Players
Capulet

Lady Capulet

Nurse

Juliet

What?
Key Actions
· Juliet pretends to have seen the error of her ways and agrees to marry Paris much to the Capulets’ relief and joy.

Where?

Capulet’s House
When?

Tuesday evening 
Key Quotes
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Act 4, Scene 3


Who?
Key Players
Juliet

Lady Capulet

Nurse

What?
Key Actions
· Juliet prepares her robes for the wedding and then asks the Nurse and Lady Capulet to leave her alone. 
· She debates whether or not to take the potion and talks of her fears of the consequences but her love for Romeo overcomes her fears and she drinks the potion.
Where?

Juliet’s bedroom

When?

Tuesday night time
Key Quotes




Act 4, Scene 4


Who?
Key Players
Lady Capulet

Nurse

Capulet

What?
Key Actions
· The Capulet’s prepare for the wedding feast. 

· The Nurse is sent to wake up Juliet.
Where?

Capulet’s House
When?

Early Wednesday morning

Key Quotes
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Act 4, Scene 5
Who?
Key Players
Juliet

Nurse

Lady Capulet

Paris

Friar Laurence

Musicians – hired by Paris to play at the wedding
What?
Key Actions
· The Nurse finds Juliet dead in her bed. 
· The wedding party arrive and they all grieve over the supposed death of Juliet. 
· Peter asks the musicians to play a song to cheer him up but they refuse and an argument takes place.

Where?

Juliet’s bedroom
When?

Early Wednesday morning

Key Quotes



Act 5, Scene 1

Who? Key Players
Romeo

Balthazar

Apothecary  - The man who sells Romeo the vial of poison
What?
Key Actions
· Believing it to be true, Balthazar tells Romeo that Juliet is dead. 
· Romeo buys poison from an Apothecary and sets of for Juliet’s tomb so that he can die next to her.
Where?

A street

When?

Wednesday Morning

Key Quotes




Act 5, Scene 2


Who?
Key Players
Friar John – a fellow monk to Friar Laurence
Friar Laurence

What?
Key Actions
· Friar Laurence learns that Friar John, who was supposed to deliver the letter to Romeo has been locked in a house and unable to post it because of the plague. 
· He sends news to Romeo and heads for Juliet’s tomb so that he can be there when she awakes.
Where?

Friar Laurence’s cell.
When?

Wednesday Evening
Key Quotes




Act 5, Scene 3


Who?
Key Players
Paris

Page 

Romeo

Balthazar

Friar Laurence

Juliet

Watchman 1 – 3

Prince

Capulet

Lady Capulet

Montague

Servants

What?
Key Actions
· Paris is at the tomb covering it with flowers when Romeo arrives, they fight and Romeo kills Paris. 
· Romeo drinks the poison and dies. 
· Friar Laurence arrives too late to stop Romeo. 
· Juliet awakes,) see what has happened and kills herself with Romeo’s dagger. 
· The Prince, Montague and Capulet arrive at the tomb and discover (via a letter from Romeo) what has happened. 
· Capulet and Montague agree to end their feud.
Where?

Juliet’s tomb
When?

Wednesday evening
Key Quotes




· Create a family tree for the Montague and the Capulet family.
· Write a letter from Friar Laurence to the Prince explaining his role in the events leading the death of Romeo and Juliet.
“Tybalt is gone and Romeo banished”


Nurse











“Do you bite your thumb at us, sir?”


Abram





“If you ever disturb our streets again


Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace”


Prince








“What sadness lengthens Romeo’s hours?”


Benvolio








‘O then I see Queen Mab hath been with you.’ 				


Mercutio 











“My master is the great rich Capulet, and if you be not of the house of Montagues I pray come and crush a cup of wine.”			


Servant











“I pray, sir, can you read?”	


Servant








“My child is yet a stranger in the world,


She hath not seen the change of fourteen years”


Capulet








Nurse








‘Is love a tender thing? It is too rough,


Too rude, too boisterous, and it pricks like a thorn.’ 


Romeo











“Go, girl, seek happy nights to happy days”


Nurse





“Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight.


For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night.”				


Romeo 








“Is she a Capulet?


O dear account. My life is my foe’s debt.”				Romeo








“My only love sprung from my only hate.


Too early seen unknown, and known too late.


Prodigious birth of love it is to me


That I must love a loathed enemy.”								Juliet








‘Can I go forward when my heart is here?


Turn back, dull earth, and find thy centre out.’


				Romeo








‘Romeo! Humours! Madman! Passion! Lover!


Appear thou in the likeness of a sigh,


Speak but one rhyme and I am satisfied.’


Mercutio





‘Come, he hath hid himself among these trees


To be consorted with the humorous night.


Blind is his love, and best befits the dark.’


							Benvolio





“But soft, what light through yonder window breaks?


It is the east and Juliet is the sun!”


Romeo








“O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo? Deny thy father and refuse thy name.”	


Juliet








“O that I were a glove upon that hand


 That I might touch that cheek”	Romeo





“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose


 By any other word would smell as sweet;”


						Juliet








“Then plainly know my heart’s dear love is set


On the fair daughter of rich Capulet. A mine on hers, so hers is set on mine,”	


Romeo








“Is Rosaline, that thou didst love so dear, So soon forsaken?”															Friar Laurence











“In one respect I’ll thy assistant be. For this alliance may so happy prove to turn your household’s rancour to pure love.”	


Friar Laurence








“Tybalt, the kinsman to old Capulet, hath sent a letter to his father’s house.”											Benvolio








“‘Why is not this better now than groaning for 


 love? Now art thou sociable, now thou art Romeo;”			Mercutio








“Bid her devise


Some means to come to shrift this afternoon,


And there she shall at Friar Laurence’s cell


Be shriv’d and married.”						Romeo








“I pray you, sir, what saucy merchant was this that was so full of ropery?”


Nurse					                         





“Then hie you hence to Friar Laurence’ cell.


 There stays a husband to make you a wife.”


Nurse








“Oh honey Nurse, what news?


Hast thou met with him?”


					Juliet








“I do protest I never injured thee,


 But love thee better than thou canst devise


 Till thou shalt know the reason of my love.


 And so, good Capulet, which name I tender	


 As dearly as mine own, be satisfied,”


Romeo





“A plague o’ both your houses.”


Mercutio








“O, I am fool’s fortune”


Romeo





“Thou art wedded to calamity.”


Friar Laurence








“Ha! Banishment! Be merciful, say ‘death’”


Romeo








“What rouse thee, man. Thy Juliet is alive, For whose dear sake thou wast but lately dead. There art thou happy. Tybalt would kill thee, But thou slew’st Tybalt. There art thou happy. The law that threaten’d death becomes thy friend and turns it to exile. There art thou happy.”			


Friar Laurence








“O God! Did Romeo’s hand shed Tybalt’s blood?”			Juliet








“My husband lives, that Tybalt would have slain,


 And Tybalt’s dead, that would have slain my husband.”		





Juliet








“A Thursday let it be, a Thursday, tell her,


 She shall be married to this noble earl.”


					Capulet





“Hang thee young baggage, disobedient wretch!”


			Capulet





“More light and light: more dark and dark our woes”				Romeo








“I’ll to the Friar to know his remedy,


 If all else fail, myself have power to die.”			


Juliet





“Lord give me strength, and strength shall help afford.”


								Juliet








“O Juliet, I already know thy grief; It strains me past the compass of my wits.”


											Friar Laurence





“Pardon, I beseech you.


 Henceforth I am ever rul’d by you.”			


							Juliet








“Romeo, Romeo, Romeo, here’s drink! I drink to thee!”	


Juliet		


Juliet








“Farewell. God knows when we shall meet again.”			


Juliet





“Go waken Juliet, go, and trim her up.


I’ll go and chat with Paris. Hie, make haste,


Make haste! The bridegroom he is come already.


Make haste I say.”							


Capulet


�






“							“O lamentable day!”																				Nurse


	





“Death lies on her like an untimely frost


Upon the sweetest flower of all the field.”							Capulet








“Well, Juliet, I will lie with thee tonight.”			


Romeo








“Come, cordial, and not poison, go with me


To Juliet’s grave, for there I must use thee.”


				Romeo





“Poor living corse, clos’d in a dead man’s tomb”


												Friar Laurence








‘Eyes, look your last.


 Arms take your last embrace!’	Romeo








“O churl. Drunk all and left no friendly drop


 To help me after?”				Juliet








“See what a scourge is laid upon your hate,


 That heaven finds means to kill your joys with love;”		Prince
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